In vitro effect of synthetic flavanoids on astrovirus infection.
In this study we investigated the activity of halogeno-, cyano- and amidino-isoflavenes, isoflavans and flavans on the multiplication of human astroviruses. These are naked small round viruses which have been recognized as causative agents of human gastroenteritis, and whose capsid proteins are similar to those of picornaviruses. Although all drugs tested caused a dose-dependent reduction of viral antigen synthesis as monitored by immunofluorescence, the chloro derivatives were the most effective.